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Season's Greetings from all of the Board and the 
volunteers in the office. On behalf of all those 
working at EYR, we wish you a very happy holiday 
season and a happy and prosperous new year. 
 
A number of exciting events have happened in our 
organization since our last newsletter. The Board 
would like to welcome two new volunteers who have 
already made their presence felt. 
  
David Harper has joined us as our new volunteer coordinator bringing a wealth of 
experience obtained at Epilepsy Ontario. David has been an invaluable addition, making 
presentations to staff at St Bridget's School in Stouffville and W.J. Watson Public School 
in Keswick, and to grade 4 students at St. Monica's School in Markham. In early 
December, he will be presenting a workshop to York Region Staff on “Successful 
Employment for People Living with Disabilities” . In addition to helping in the office, 
David has been working on putting all volunteers into a new database and writing job 
descriptions for fundraising volunteers and those willing to organize peer support groups. 
He has also been working on presentations with overheads or PowerPoint presentations to 
be used by a speakers bureau manned by volunteers who will then present to children, 
adults or employers. We are hoping that some of you who speak other languages would 
be willing to join the bureau where you would be trained to help deliver our message to 
non-English speaking members of our community. We are especially interested in 
speaker volunteers fluent in Italian, Mandarin or Cantonese. 
 
Another new volunteer who has helped immensely is Cindy Baird, our new Membership 
Coordinator. Cindy has entered the names of all former and current members into a 
database. You have all probably had a letter from Cindy already, asking you to renew 
your membership which will now be due in January, as outlined in the bylaws approved 
in 2006. We thank her for her work. 
 
At the Board level, we welcome Robin John, who many of you know. We anticipate that 
her experience and contacts with you will be invaluable to the board in the future. 
 
Our Executive Director, Paul Raymond has been busy as well. Last month, we accepted a 
cheque for $33,000 from the Town of Richmond Hill. The money which was much 
appreciated and needed was our share of the proceeds from the town's annual golf 
tournament. He has also been working with other organizations such as Epilepsy Ontario  
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to promote “A Dickens of a Christmas”  event held in Thornhill. A flyer went out with your membership 
renewal package describing the event. If you wish tickets, they may be purchased by calling the office at 905-
508-5404. We get 25% of the proceeds of all tickets sold through Epilepsy York Region, so if you wish to 
attend, please order tickets through us. 
 
The Board has also been busy over the last few months. Our revised vision and mission statements will be 
presented to you at our Annual General Meeting in the spring for your ratification. In addition, we have been 
working on revising our webpage, examining the core competencies of our organization using material 
provided by United Way with the view of improving the running of our organization. We have already 
identified weaknesses and are striving to correct them. These competencies are used in evaluating applicants 
for funding by a number of organizations including United Way. We are also working on a Strategic Plan. In 
the future, we are hoping to revise our brochures outlining our services and placing them in doctor's offices 
across York Region.   
 
As you can see, although much has been done, much more remains to be accomplished. We appreciate your 
support in returning your membership dues and in future will be seeking further input and support from you 
when we start working on our Parent Support Network. 
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Epilepsy York Region  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Chair    Derwyn Miller 
Treasurer   Vinita Savani 
Secretary   Kathleen Sarrasin 
Director-at-large  Gillian Yeung 
    Robin John 
 
(Board and Committee positions are available, if 
interested, please register online with Altruvest 
Boardmatch or call EYR for information) 

 

 
 
 
 

STAFF 
 

Executive Director - Paul Raymond 
praymond@epilepsyyork.ca 
Bookkeeper - Jo-Ann Spadacini 

 
OFFICE VOLUNTEERS 

Manager of Volunteers – David Harper  
Membership Coordinator – Cindy Baird   
Administration volunteer - Josie Gaglione  
 

 

Epilepsy York Region provides a number of supportive, educational and advocacy services for people with 
seizure disorders, their families and the public.  Among them are:  Information and Referral, Counselling, Self-
Help Groups, Newsletter, Family Resource Centre, Website, Workshops and Conferences, Outreach and 
Public Education. 
 
Confidentiality:  All information regarding Epilepsy York Region clients (including members, volunteers, 
sponsors and donors) is private and confidential and is not disclosed to anyone.    

 
 

 
Happy and Safe Holidays &  

all the best in 2008 
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Charitable Registration # 866737207 RR0001 
Visit us on the web:  http://www.epilepsyyork.ca  


